Treatment of nonunion using pulsed electromagnetic fields: a retrospective follow-up study.
Pulsed electromagnetic fields (PEMF) are a useful means of treating cases of fracture nonunion. In 67.7% of nonunions with a disability time of at least 24 months, complete consolidation was obtained. This success rate is increased to 76.6% if we exclude nonunion, that presented contraindications for treatment with PEMF. The disability time had no effect on the success rate. Lesions of the humerus and atrophic nonunion had an unfavorable prognosis.